
Growing in a hub of activity 

I 

SINCE relocating to a Cape 

Town Information Technology 

(IT) incubation hub, two business 

owners have seen their 

businesses take off and are doing 

so well that one of them is now planning 

to open a franchise in the Eastern 

Cape, while the other recently 

won a prestigious business award. 

Lonwabo Rani, who co-owns 

Silulo Ulutho Technology with two 

business partners, believes the sole 

reason for the business’s expansion 

and growth, is its relocation to the 

Bandwidth Barn. 

A project of the Cape Information 

Technology Initiative (Citi), the 

Bandwidth Barn is an incubation 

hub which was started in 2000. 

It aims to establish start-up businesses 

in the IT sector. It is supported 

by the City of Cape Town. 

Currently, 65 businesses operate 

from the Bandwidth Barn. 

Of these, 25% are black-owned 

businesses, says Odette Potter, 

general manager of the Bandwidth 

Barn. 

Potter says she is trying to secure 

sponsorship from big businesses 

and government departments, 

so that more businesses can 

be accommodated. 

She says most businesses operate 

from the Bandwidth Barn for a 

period of between one to five years. 

When tenants leave, they have 

grown considerably in terms of clients 

and turnover and are then able 

to cover any operational costs. 

Rani previously operated from 

Khayelitsha and his client base was 

limited to people in the area. 

He says he now has access to 

a wider range of clients because of 

where the hub is situated and since 

he is able to do his presentations in 

the hub’s boardroom, his business 

has a more professional image. 

Rani also owns an internet cafe 

in Khayelitsha. 

He says he has been able to 

implement the new ideas he picks 

up from conversations with fellow 

tenants and training programmes, 

offered by the Bandwidth Barn. 

He is currently attending a training 

programme offered to tenants 

by the Bandwidth Barn. 

The training programme consists 

of business theory and mentoring. 

It aims to assist business owners 

with overcoming aspects of business 

where they would benefit from 

development. 

Rani says he enjoys these networking 

sessions between tenants 

at the hub. 

Another tenant, Lisa Retief 

who runs IT-business Sadalbari, 

has been there for more than two 

years. 

Retief won the Technology for 

Women In Business (Twib) award 

last year. 

She moved into the Bandwidth 

Barn offices more than two years 

ago. 

She has since increased her client 

base from two to twelve. 

She also employs five people. 

Previously, she worked alone, from 

home. 

The Bandwidth Barn offers startup 

businesses discount rates for office 

space, telephone and internet 

access, to name a few. 

Bandwith Barn offers a package 

to businesses. 

Costs depend on the number of 

employees. 

Those with only one employee 

pay Ri 500 per month. 

Contact 021 409 7000. 

Lonwabo Rani says the reaosn why his business has grown is because 

he has relocated to a business incubation hub. 
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Summit satisfies business needs 
BUSINESS owner Vusi Galela was 

able to access badly-needed information 

from business support organisations 

for his start-up business 

when he attended the City Of Cape 

Town’s Youth Summit recently. 

The City of Cape Town’s Youth 

Summit was aimed at informing 

youth about pro-active business 

programmes and on the idea of 

Council-supported youth-owned 

conglomerates. 

The summit was jointly hosted 

by the Departments of Economic 

& Human Development and Social 

Development. 

Galela, who owns accounting 

practice Ikamva Business Consultants, 

says he attended the summit 

because he wanted to find out what 

was on offer that he could use. 

He attended a seminar where 

Denise Dookoo, manager at the 

Business Place, providing business 

owners with information on how to 

access finance. 

Dookoo got him interested when 

she spoke about the Umsobomvu 
Youth Fund Voucher Programme. 

He discovered that he could apply 

for a voucher for an accounting 

package from the Business Place 

which allocates Umsobomvu Youth 

Fund vouchers. 

He says he urgently needs an 

accounting package to use in his 

business. 

Previously, he could not afford to 

buy the accounting package which 

costs R5 000. 

But since Umsobomvu subsidises 

the cost and business owners 

only pay a once-off contribution of 

R200, Galela is now able to afford 

the accounting package. 

Galela also met potential business 

contacts who would like to 

make use of his services which include 

bookkeeping, business consulting 

and tax advice in future. 

Carlo Vizzi, Section Head of 

Small Business at the City of Cape 

Town, said there was a huge interest 

shown by youth-owned businesses 

attending the summit. 

He recommended that youthowned 

businesses partner with one 

another to boost their chances of 

clinching contracts and tenders. 

“The idea of supporting groups 

of entrepreneurs involved in chain 

industries were discussed, but a 

report on the outcome will only 

be released at a later stage,” says 

Vizzi. 

He explained that if given the goahead, 

ahead, it will see the groups of Cape 

Town-based businesses working 

together in similar industries. 

An example could be where one 

business does the manufacturing of 

tins, while another is involved in just 

the selling of the tins. 

Contact Galela on 082 295 1494 Vizzi 

on 021 483 9010. 

Vusi Galela landed a R5 000 voucher for an accounting package 
after attending a seminar at the City of Cape Town’s Youth Summit. 
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Small Business 

Week bigger, 

earlier this year 
BUSINESS owners who plan to 

attend this year’s Small Business 

Week can expect to access more 

business support and information 

this year, with some 5 000 business 

owners set to attend this year’s 

event. 

Project Manager, Jessica Hadley-Grave 

of Swiss Contact, which 

jointly organises the event with 

Golden Rewards CC, says this follows 

an increase in confere”ce attendance 

last year. 

Hosted by the City of Cape 

Town in partnership with the Provincial 

Government of the Western 

Cape, Small Business Week is an 

annual event which aims to provide 

networking, business support and 

business linkages. 

The event will kick off earlier this 

year and will run from 10 to 12 August 

at the Cape Town International 

Convention Centre. 

Small Business Week forms 

part of a three-year plan to present 

business owners with RhO million 

of tangible business opportunities 

each year between 2005 to 2007. 

Business owners who support 

the event will also score points on 

their BEE scorecards under the enterprise 

development code. 

Those business owners interested 

in exhibiting at the upcoming 

Small Business Week can register 

on the website www.smallbusinessweek.co.za. 

contact Jessica Had on 

021 488 3408. 
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Directory of business 

support services 

GENERAL BUSINESS SUPPORT 
The Business Place: Network and 

information centre for existing and emerging 

entrepreneurs. Functions as a centre 

where business owners receive help in 

starting or improving their business. Contact 

Denise Dookoo 00(021) 422 2797. 

Business Voucher Development 
Programme: A City of Cape Town and 

Casidra-sponsored initiative aimed at business 

owners over the age of 35. Business 

owners can exchange vouchers to access 

various business support services. Contact 

(021) 422 2797 or (021) 376 2377. 

Isibane Resource Centre: Service 

Providers for Umsobomvu Youth Fund 

Voucher Programme. Services include 

training, mentoring, consulting, developing, 

business plans for all types of businesses 
and arranging finance for businesses in 

Cape Town and outlying areas as far as 

Paarl. Contact (021) 633 1883. 

Linge Lethu Business Support: 
Provides support to entrepreneurs in 

poorer communities through skills and 

business training. The organisation has 

a job and business centre that caters 

for the development and growth of small 

businesses through its SME programme. 
Contact Somerset West on (021) 852 4018 

and Khayelitsha on (021) 361 9968. 

Support Emerging Entrepreneurs 

Commerce and Industry: A business association 

with over 4 500 members. Their 

role includes being brokers, facilitators. 

advocates and catalysts for development 
of businesses. The Chamber arranges 

seminars on a wide range of topics of interest 

and importance to businesses. Membership 

costs start at Ri 016 and increase 

depending on the number of employees. 
Contact (021) 402 4300. 

Mitchetts Plain Development 
Forum (MPDF): Broad-based community 
organisation representing more than 200 

organisations including emerging businesses. 

labour, women, religious groups. 

youth, sport, education, local economic 
development and many other structures 

from the Mitchells Plain community Has 

approximately 70 projects. Key projects 

include upgrades of the current local Mitchells 

Plain Town Centre CBD and Nelson 

Mandela Youth and Family Centre. Contact 

(021) 376 3778 

FINANCE 
Khethani Business Finance: A nonprofit 

organisation that assists businesses 
whose loan applications would ordinarily 

be turned down by the banks Loans range 

between RB 000 and R200 000. Khetani 

are probably one of the most successful 

Khula-backed business lenders still operat 

operat(SEE): A tJCT Graduate School of Susiness 

MBA initiative where students use 

the training received from their courses to 

consult emerging businesses. Corporate 

partners dedicate a team of specialists to 

assist students in this two month engagement. 

Contact (021) 406 1440. 

Matchmakers: A free Black Economic 
Empowerment (BEE) matchmaking service 

for black and white businesses wishing to 

find a matching business for BEE deals. 

Sponsored by the City of Cape Town. The 

organisation also links up businesses 
with financiers and other support service 

providers. Free one-on-one consultations 

for expansions or start-up businesses. 

Contact (021) 852 4402. 

REFERRAL AND INFORMATION 
The City of Cape Town Economic 

and Human Development Directorate: 

Their core function is to advise and guide 

the Metro on how to pursue economic 
development and to provide specialist 

economic development services, These 
support strategies include the developing 

and promofing of entrepreneurial skills and 

creating job opportunities for those who 

live and work in the city. Contact Duncan 
Alcock on (021) 483 9010. 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Cape Town Regional Chamber of 

ing. Contact (021) 653 7656. 

New Business Finance (NBF): Provides 

businesses with finance from Ri000 
to R250 000 to start-up businesses and 
expanding businesses that do not meet the 

standard banking criteria. Asset finance. 

working capital, tender or contract finance 

and bridging finance are provided. Contact 

(021)671 6263 

TRAINING 
Atlantis Economic Development 

Trust (AEDT): A trust that aims to help 

business owners grow their businesses 
through their inhouse training institute. Local 

businesses can register their database 
and get information on what contracts are 

available from the council, the government 
and private companies. 
Contact (021) 577 2933. 
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